221 Poliosis circumscripta is a localized patch of white hair in a group of hair follicles, known as "white forelock," secondary to the involvement of the central frontal scalp, but it can involve any hairy area of the body, including the eyebrows, eyelashes, and beard [2] . Microscopically, poliosis demonstrates either decreased or absent melanin and/or melanocytes in the hair bulbs of the affected hair follicles [2] . The epidermal melanocytes are usually not affected, unless there is associated vitiligo [2] .
In children, poliosis may be the presenting sign of several hereditary syndromes that should alert the physician to look for other cutaneous manifestations [2] . In fact it may occur in several genetic syndromes including piebaldism, Waardenburg syndrome, and tuberous sclerosis [2] .
Poliosis overlying plexiform neurofibromas is rarely reported in the literature. To our knowledge, only three cases have been described, in two of which the neurofibromas are isolated, while in the third case, the patient was affected by NF1 [2] [3] [4] [5] . In our two familiar cases, the patients had NF1 onset in the first years of life.
In our cases and in all the cases described in the literature, the neurofibromas were localized on the scalp, in the lateral-temporoparietal region; they were acquired in all cases, including our own, except for one case, in which it is not indicated. It has been hypothesized that in such cases, poliosis is probably due to an autoimmune response in which the T cells cytotoxic to neurofibroma might cross-react with surrounding hair bulb melanocytes, resulting in the their destruction with subsequent whitish discoloration of the hair surrounding the neurofibroma [2] .
The peculiarity of our cases is the familiarity and the presence of poliosis in the same location. More studies are needed to explain the exact relation between poliosis and neurofibromas.
